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Be ready always to give: an anſwer to every 
man thas asketh you a reaſon of the hope 
that is in del, with meckneſs and fear, 
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INTRODUCTION. 


81 was born of parents, who bear the 
Cbriſtian Name, and was inſtructed 
by them from my earlieſt infancy. in 
the principles and duties of Chriſtia- 
ity, tho' this in it {elf is no reaſon why I ſhould 
ieve and ſubmit to it; yet I think in grati- 
ude to them for their care in my education, and 
om the deference I owe to their natural autho- 
ity over me, I am bound to examine the Reli- 
ion in which they have brought me up, that I 
ay know whether it be conſiſtent with the + 
ruth and reaſon of things, and conſequently 
orthy my acceptation and belief. 
I' am, indeed, abundantly perſuaded, that 
Religion ought to be my own free and rational 
hoice, and that conviction, and not human au- 
ority, muſt be the rule of my judgment con- 
erning it: And as I was directed by my parents 
examine and judge for my ſelf, and find t: 
 [{hriltian Religion in orienta appealing to th," 
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reaſon and conſciences of mankind, Ihave.cndea- _ 
vour'd to make the moſt impartial enquiry Fam © 
capable of ; and upon the ſtricteſt examination, 


F * * 
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THE reaſon of my miededlume, that there 


* 


is * God, 1. e. an eternal, all- perfect Being, the 
original cauſe and preſeryer of all things, the 
great authos of all the relations and dependences 


of things upon each other, the creator, proprie- 
tor, and therefore natural lord and governor of 
all the reaſonable creation. us iro exten 
From hence it folfows; that all creatures who 
are capable of underſtanding their derivation 
from bim, their dependance on him, and their 
relation to him, are indiſpenſably and neceTah 5 
obliged to pay him thoſe acknowledgments a 


ſerviees, which reſult from, and are ſuitable and - 


roper to their reſpective circumſtances and con- 


And by conſequence religion, i. e. the wor- | 


Thip and ſervice of God, is the neceſſary duty 


of every reaſonable creature, and ought to be 


maintained and kept up in the world; and eve. 
ry man in particular is bound to make choice of 
that religion, which appears to him moſt conſo- 


. ©" 3 4:19 Bf 0 Af: T3 
nant to reafon, and to carry in it the moſt evi- | 
dent marks of its being from God, and moſt 


3 


g  aprecable'to his nature and will. 


As I find that religion is the neceſſary duty 
of every reaſonable creature, I am farther d. 
vinced of my obligation to make uſe of all the 
helps I can, to underſtand wherein the nature of 


| >» | 
: ( & ) | | 


it doth conſiſt. And upon enquiry, I can think 
of but two ways by which I can come to the 
knowledge of it; and theſe are either the di- 


Gates of my own mind, and reaſon, or ſome in- 


formations, diſcoveries and revelations from 
God, the bay object of my religious worſhip. 
The reaſon of my mind is that which ren- 
ders me capable of diſcerning what is fit and 
unfit in diſpoſition and behaviour, ariſing from 
the relations of things; and from hence I de- 
rive the notion, and infer the reality of z2oral 
obligation. And when I farther conſider the 
firſt independent mind as the author of theſe 
relations, and fitneſſes which ariſe from them, 
Lam convinced that it is his will that I ſhould 
act ſuitable to them, and that I offend when 1 
do not; and from hence I infer the certainty 
of . x obligation. And ſince this moral 
and religious obligation owes its riſe only to my 
reflections upon the nature of man, and the re- 
lation I ſtand in to God and other beings, this 
is properly natural religion, or the religion of- 
nature. 5 _ 
Now, tho' the religion of Nature be prior to 
and diſtinct from revealed religion, and gives 
the characters by: which we are to judge of the 
truth of revelation; yet the expediency of a di- 
vine revelation, to lead men into a due know-+ 
ledge of the principles, duties, and advantages 
of religion, appears; e r 


From that: groſs ignorance of God, and duty, | 
which ſprung from the general corruption and 


degeneracy of mankind 5 which rendered it 
highly improbable that any one in ſuck.circum- 
ſtances ſhould ariſe, who ſhould be able to make 


iſ 
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f 
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bol them. 3M" 


iufluence over the ſtrong biaſs that vice univer-- 


limited, and as the nature and duration of the 


conſideration highly unfavourable to all endea- _ 


ol things, and to conform themſel ves for the fu- 
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the neceſſary diſcoveries of God and his perfe-.. Mia 


.  Etions, and with clearneſs and ſolidity to repre- Pur a 


jent mens obligations in their proper extent and f pu 
compaſs; at leaſt not without thoſe mixtures of tr 
weakneſs and ſuperſtition, which might , occa- ; Wivin 
ſion the vicious and prejudiced to diſregard his exerc 
iaſtructions, and thus abate the general ſucceſs, Mead 
gent 
hing 
ſpec 
þ 
nd, 


But if we could ſuppoſe his doctrines ta be 
pure and unmixed, it is not probable, they 
would have a general or indeed any conſiderable 


{ally practiſed had given to men, without the 
marks of a proper authority to awaken them to 
corifideration ; eſpecially as thoſe doctrines could 
not but want the motives and..cncouragements., 


— 


e ſuch an effect. 


Tis indeed probable, that in ſuch. a ſituation 
men might be led to ſee, that by acting contrary 
to the reaſon and fitneſs of things they had ot- - 
tended the firſt and moſt perfect mind; the. 
natural conſequence of this. would be fear of pu-. 
mflment, This fear muſt be-tnfintte-and bound- 
leſs, 'as the power of God is conceived to be un- 


puniftiment would be abſolutely unknown. A 


to the contrary habits of virtue. f 
However, it we could 977 


vours to break · off their ſinſul habits, and attain - 
LAT. Trees 1-79 
| ſuppoſe mien by ſuch 
a. fear. of puniſhment perſuaded to repentance, , 
i. e. to ccaſe from acting contrary to the fitneſs. 


ture to it; their former violation of this unal- 
terable law of reaſon would remain, and can't in 
| 3 ſtrict 


— 


--, {Mii ſpeaking be undone by any better behavi- 


„Pur afterwards ; and of conſequence their fears 


„ 


- N 


d. f puniſhment muſt remain. 
of fk we ſuppoſe that mens natural notions of the 
Hieine goodneſs, and the forbearance that God 
is Nꝑxerciſes in the courſe of his providence, would 


ſs, Wead them to think it probable that repentance 
+; ould: ſecure, them from the dreaded*puniith- 
e nent; ſuch probability would in the nature of 
y Fhings be mixed with the. greateſt uncertainty ; - 
le eſpecially becauſe upon confideration,. men, in 
r- Whe circumſtances we now place them, would 
le Wind, after all, their deviations from the law of 
to Weaſon many, and their virtue imperfect; and 
d * Wherefore there would ſtill be uneaſy fuſpicions 
ts. Nchether it be conſiſtent with the wiſdom of the 

_  , Wupreme Governor, entirely to remit the puniſh- - 
In... Rent due to fuch repeated offences. 3 
ry lf we ſuppoſe that men might reaſon them-. 


t- - elves into this firm perſuaſion and hope, that a 
12 cturn to a fincere, tho' 1mperfe& virtue, would 
u- eure them from the deſerved evil; yet this will 
d- Pot lay a ſolid foundation to expect that happi- 


n-, eſs, and thoſe marks of the divine favour, which 
ie . right have been hoped for, if there had been 
A no deviations from the rule of right and fit. Here 
a- he light of nature is at an entire loſs, and can 
in- never give men the neceſſary affurances in this 
43 1 N A n . 
ch If it ſhould appear inconfiſtent with the per- 
e, Wicciions of Deity not to make a diſtinction be- 
's Itween thoſe who return to virtue, and thofe who 
u- PFobſtinately continue to act contrary to the fitneſs 
l. of things ; yet the degree and manner of doing 


in Wt will ſtill remain doubtful and uncertain, this 
Cr » «5% i . 8 


being 
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| "CS 
being wholly dependant on the unknown pleaſure - 
and wiſdom of God. And of conſequence the 
light of nature cannot determine, whether an 
imperfe& virtue may not. have ſuitable degrees 8! 
of puniſhment in another ſtate; or if the proba. 
*bulity ſhould preponderate on the other fide, that 
God would reward a fincere, tho' imperfett vir. 
tue, reaſon could never aſſure Hap what na- 
ture that reward ſhould be, nor how long its 
continuan cee. 
As every man finds himſelf liable to death, a 
reſurrection could ſcarcely be made appear by 
the light of nature probable, much leſt a reſur. 
rection accom 1 with ſuch favourable alte. 
rations as the Chriſtian religion diſcovers. In a 
word, if the light of nature could aſſure me of a 
future ſtate, it could never make me certain that 
it: ſhoul-i be a ſtate f rewards, fince the virtue 
of this life is ſo very imperfect, that the other 
life might prove a new ſtate of farther trial. 
But if it could go fo far as to render it proba- 
ble, that it ſhould be a ſtate of recompence; yet 
wherein the rewards of it conſiſt, and how lon 
their continuance and duration ſhall be, it By, 
little capable of- giving any diſtinct account of, 
that the greateſt and wiſeſt of men, who had no 
other guide but this, appear to Eave lived and died 
in the greateſt uncertainties about them; a full 
proof that tie light of nature is not able to inſtruct 
us in theſe important articles with any ſufficient 
clearneſs and certainty. The conſequence of which 
is, that men would want the proper arguments 
and motives to become virtuous with ſteadineſs 
and canſtancy, againſt all the difficulties and 
temptations of a general and univerſal degenrracy: 


7 


. 


% = 
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SINCE therefore the natural reaſon of my 
ind appears thus greatly defective, and inſuffl. 
ent, I have confidered the other method of dif- 
ering the wil of God, and the principles and 
ties of religion, vis. immediate revelation 
pm God himfelf. And as this involves no con- 
adiction in the nature of the thing, it muſt be 
fMible.to him, to whom belongs fupreme and 
limited power. Shall not he that made the eye 
He that gave us all our converſable powers, 
fall he nor be able to converſe with us Himſelf? 
hall not the father of ſpirits, who is intimately 
efent to every being, have an acceſs to his dun 
Espring, ſo as to affure the mind, that it is he him- 
| f by fuck evidence as ball make it unreaſon- * 
le to deny, or impoſſible to doubt it? If men 
n make themſelves known, and diſcover their 
ret thoughts to each other, ſurely God can make 
mſelf known to men; elſe we muſt ſuppoſe his 


Pwer more bounded than theirs, and that hge 


ants a real perfection which they are poſſeſsd of. 
And as this is poſſible, my reaſon farther tells 
e tis highly defirable, the better to inſtruct 
e what God is, and what I am my ſelf; what 1 
uſt do, and what T ſhall be; to ſave men the 
bour of a flow and tedious compaſy of obſerva- 
on, experience and argument, which every one 
not fit for, and which thoſe who are, would bs 
lad to be aſſiſted in; to free me from the un- 
rtainties and fears of my mind, that ariſe from | 
e conſciouſneſs of guilt, the ſenſe of my being 
countable,” and the apprehenſions I have of a 


ture ſtate; to regulate my conduct, and guide 


* me. 


( 10 ) 
me with ſafety in the midſt of prevailing igno· 
rance and darkneſs, the miſtakes and corruptions 
of mankind, the ſnares of bad examples, and 
the numerous temptations to folly and vice; to 
eſtabliſh my hopes, by fixing the rule of wor. 
ſhip, ſettling the conditions of pardon, aſſuring 
me of neccflary aſſiſtance, and promiſing ſuch 
rewards as are proper to ſupport me under all 
the difficulties of my preſent duty. Theſe things 
#he world by wiſdom: knew not; they were vain. 
and miſtaken in their imagination, and their 


7 


fooliſh heart was darken lg. 
And as ſuch a revelation is both poſſible and 
defirable, the probability that there hath been. 
one may be fairly argued, from the univerſal 
1gnorance and corruption that hath overſpread 
the world, the characters of God as Father and 
Gorernor of mankind, the acknowledged good. 
nels and equity of his nature, the ſudden and 
aſtoniſhing re formation that hath. once been in 
the world, the numerous pretences that have 
been made to revelation in all ages and nations; 
which ſeem to argue the general conſent of man. 
kind, as to the expediency and reality of it, and 
its neceſſity to: give Religion. its proper certain - 
ty, authority; and. force: B e 8 
If then there he any religion in the world that 
fairly makes out its title to be-a revelation from 
God, by ſuch internal characters belonging to 
it, and ſuch external proofs attend ing it, which 
are fit and proper in themſelves to convince 2 
reaſonable and impartial enquirer, and may be 
juſtly expected in a matter of ſuch importance 
* bound to acknowledge and ſubmit to ſuch 
a Religion, and to receive it under the. h | 
g . | ; | (> 


* 


(1) ws 

10- able character of a divine revelation. And as 

ons the Chriſtian Religion makes its pretenſions to 

nd ¶ ſuch a character and authority, I have endea- 

to voured fairly to examine the proots and evi- 
or. dence that attend it, as they are contain'd in 

Ng thoſe books which are known by the name of 
ch the New Teſtament, to which Chriſtians ap- 

all H veal, as to the infallible rule of their faith. and 


"gs practice, and the ſole judge of all controverſies 
an in their religion. And upon the moſt unpreju- 


diced enquiry, 1 find, 


en THAT there is the higheft reaſon to believe, 
al Wihat theſe books are authentick and genuine, 
ad chere being the ſame, or rather greater ptooſs 
nd er their being written by the. perſons whoſe 


names they bear, and to whom they ate aſcri- 
bed, than any other antient books have, tho' of 
he cleareſt credit, and moſt unqueſtionable au- 
thority. This is ſupported by the teſtimony of 


ns; müny writers, who either were the .contempo- 
an. raries of the authors of the books of the Ne- 
ind Teſtament, or lived” immediately after them; 
un- who frequently .quote and refer to them, both 


amongſt {Chriſtians themſelves, who tranſcribe 


hat many parts of them in their works, and amongſt 
om the eus and Heathers, who expreily mention 


to them as the authors of the books aſcribed to 


1 1 

ich them, :tho* they had, the greateft averſion to the 
> 2 Ichriſtiin Religion, ilfeir intereſt obliged them 
be to diſprove it, and they bad all the opportunity 
ge; and power in their hands to do it. So that here 
ach Ather is an univerſal agreement, without any con- 
ur- trary claim, or pretenfion to other authors. 

hle ITT: 75 a | That 


. 
_ . "That the accounts they have given us in the 
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preſumption of their being authentick and a- 
reeable to truth. ; Fe 3 
That theſe writings are ſtill the ſame, without 
any material alterations, 1s evident from the 
great value and credit they have been always in 
amongſt Chriſtians, who ever eſteemed them 
as the rule of their faith and life, and the ground 
of their comfort and hope; from their being 
publickly read in the Chriſtian churches, as a 

part.of their ſolemn worſhip ; their being ear- 
ly. tranſlated from authentick copies, which 
long continued in the Chriſtian church, into 
maſt-of the known languages of the world, and 
the harmony and agreement of ſuch tranſla- 
tions; from the quotations made from them, 
ſtill remaining in antient writers; from the con- 
ſtant appeals made to them by the various ſects, 
hat appeared amongſt Chriſtians, in all matters 
ontroverted by them; for which reaſon they 
ould. not be corrupted in any material points, 
either by common conſent, or by any particu- 
Jar parties amongſt themſelves. So that they 
have no marks of fraud and impoſture 'upon 
them, but are attended with every character of 
eir being genuine and pure; and have been 
handed down in the main without any adultera- 
ion or mixture, thro' many ſucceſſions of ages, 
otwithſtanding the violence of perſecution, 
he ſtrict ſearch and enquiry into them, the er- 
ors and corruptions that have been introduced 
nts the church, the intereſt of crafty, ſuper- 
itious, and deſigning men to add to, or take 
rom them, and the endeavours of tyrants ut- 
erly to deſtroy them, by their own intrinfick 
81 _ excel- 


convinced, that the books of the New 'Teſta- 
Ment have all the evidence which any antient 
writings have, or can have, of their being au- 
thentick and genuine; and that therefore 'tis 


when ſo many other writings are univerſally 


owned upon much leſs evidence; no man of 
common ſenſe pretending to doubt of the ge: 


10 receive as the true account, and to examine 
ts author ty by thoſe facts, which they relate a5. 
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excellency and evidence, and the ſpecial pro- ¶ me 
tection and care of providence. '' © 


* Upon theſe condderation, 1 am burden 


unreaſonable to call this matter into-queſtion, 


nuineneſs and truth of them. And therefore, 
whatſoever account theſe writings give of the 
nature of the Chriſtian religion, I am bound 


the proper evidence and proof of it. Now a 
1 ſhould naturally ex to find in a tevelation 
that is really from God, ſuitable and worthy ag- 
counts of his perfections and attributes; ſo, 


1 farther find, to my great ſatisfaction, that 
the things ſpoken of God in the Chriſtian reve- 

| ſhitable to thoſe notions of him, which 
J can prove the truth of, by the reafon of my 
own mind, and which have been entertained by 
the wiſeſt and beſt of men in all ages and na- 


* 


tions of the world. The light of. nature can tu 


firmly demonſtrate, and the moſt thoughtful © as 


and learned heathens have agreed in, the necel- pe 
. ity of God's exiſtence, the abſolute perfection 


of his nature, his immenſity and abſolute un- ar 

changeableneſs ; his comprehenſive knowledge, b. 

his infinite wiſdom, and his almighty my Ip 
| 2 ha $24 the 
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(15 ) 
Pto · ¶ the rectitude of his nature, his boundleſs and 
extenſi ve goodneſs; and his impartial equity and 
antly juſtice ; his being the creator of the world; his 
eſta . ¶ being the ſupreme Lord and governour of uni- 
tient I verſal nature, and the father and friend of man- 
au- kind; his being a lover of virtue, and deter- 
„ e minced finally to accept and reward it. 
tion, Now the records of the Chriſtian revelation 
ſallx are ſo far from containing any thing contrary to 
n of theſe apprehenſions, that they confirm, enlarge 
and entorce them. They ſpeak of his neceflary 
exiſtence in a noble and comprehenſive way: 
They deſcribe him as filling all things, and as 
without the leaſt variableneſ or ſpadow of turn- 
ing. As the King immortal, inviſible, and eter- 
nal. As having lite in himſelf. As the ſearcher 
of the heart, and knowing all things. As God 
only, i. e. ſupremely infinitely wiſe, As irreſiſt- 
able in power: As abſolutely holy. As rich in 
goodneſs. As juſt in his proceedure. As the 
creator of the worlds viſible and inviſible. As 
upbolding all things by the word of his power. 
As the obſerver of mens actions, a lover of 
their virtue, and ready to aſſiſt them in it and 
reward it. It gives the nobleſt repreſentations 
of his claims 41 worſhip and obedience from all 
his reaſonable creatures, of his peculiar love to 
mankind, and his eſpecial favour to all the vir- 
tuous and good. It deſcribes him to our minds 
as ſcated on his throne of grace, as ſending a 
rſon of the higheſt K voy to lead men, 
by his example and inſtructions, to knowledge 
and plety, to peace of conſcience and eternal 
happineſs. As diſpenſing by him pardon to the 
penitent, comfort to the afflited;.. hope to the 
# » miſerable, 


ing portion and reward of all, who by a patient | 


As the Chriſtian zcligion gives the nobleſt i 


nal pomp and pageantry. The method of wor- 


(16) 
miſerable, and life to ſinners under the con. 
demnation of ſin and death. As having appoint-| 
ed a day for univerſal judgment, as judging all 
in righteouſneſs according to their deeds, and 
the advantages they enjoy, as the final puniſher | 


1 
- oy ; bd 
js 

2 

* 


of the impenitently wicked, and as the everlaſt. 


continuance in well doing, ſeek after glory, ho-. 
nout, and immortality. "Theſe repreſentations | 
of God my mind and reaſon highly approve of |; 
and when I read them in the Chriſtian records, f 
they awaken my admiration, fill my ſoul with | 
the. warmeft love, and excite within me a be- 
coming reverence and godly fear. : 


3 


repreſentations of the attributes of God, I far. 
ther find that it requires the moſt rational and 
excellent worſhip of him; the-2ror ſhippers ahm 
gte Father declares he now ſeeks, being ſuch 
only as «vor ſoip him in ſpirit and in truth. The 
rule of the goſpel extends only to decency and 
order, but contains no directions about exter- 


ſhip it preferibes is not ſo much by poſitive 
rites Fad ceremonies, that have no intrinfick I 
worth and excellency in them; as by a ſteady F* y 
belief and worthy apprehenſions of his perte- I 
— 


ctions and providence; by fervent love, by reve- 
rence and godly fear, by hope in his mercy, by 
ſubmiſſion to his will. by the ſacrifice of a bro- 


ken and contrite heart, by gratitude, 'adoration, 
and praiſe, and by fervent humble ſupplieation 
and prayer. In a word, by the exereiſe A 
95 : holy. 


; Loly diſpoſitions, by pur rity o and 2 
ant careful 1 jmitation of God ! in all the virtues 


of an holy lite. 
of the New Teſtament 


| find all the writings 
pts of this kind 3 and as to 


a Abound with Precs 
er ¶Mſuch poſitive inſtitutions as Are enjoined by it, 
ſt. chey arc but few, and theſe not burthenſome in 
as and coſtly, not 
c 


Icbeir obſervance» not - pompOoL 
ending to and enc 0 
ns if -” and fgnificant, , d d. either to repre- 
. kent the peculiar purity of the Chriſtian profel- 
5 Gon, when men take it on them, 

rance of thoſe 


tn rials to E etuate the 6 
n the certamt) and know - 


Chriſtianity doth entirely depend“ 

ted ! of them to pro- 

mote the purpobes of p 1657 and univerſal fer- 

vent charity; as Obligations upon 

men to be more careful and exemplary un their - 
in all the virtues of 


behaviour, and to abound 
. and to affare them on. 


made partakers the r luable and dura- 

mn his Lt: ing hehe an 

glory. 
And tho theſe inſtituti 

me authority of an ſs panes yet ir 

ll pollible abuſe of them, the 


KL better. world, iro 
| | e of Chriſt, or enjoy's 
ernal privileges * his enden, they 1 
9) 39 


( 18 \ v 
be accepted upon this foundation; but that they 

themſelves ſhall be rejected, if they are found} 
workers of iniquity ; and that none but ſuch as} 
fear God and work righteouſneſs, ſhall receive men 
the recompence of righteouſneſs and glory. 


= amo 

And therefore I am pleaſed farther to ob-. vie. 
ſerve, that as the Chriſtian religion places the MW pad 
worſhip of God in the exerciſe of ſuitable af. frie 
fections, and in the regular piety and virtue of | du 
a good liſe, it farther lays' down and inculcates plc 
ſuch rules and precepts of ſubſtantial -holineſs, | lic 
as are reaſonable in themſelves, perſect in their ¶ ni 
kind, and well approved of by my judgment Hh 
and conſcience. Such which I find are in their | : 
nature, conducive to promote the health, the | R 
honour, the reputation, the uſefulneſs, the world- WM- 
ly proſperity, the peace and tatisfaction of every e 
individual perſon living and dying; ſuch which Ke 
are ſuited to the particular ſtations, characters, 1 
and circumſtances of men in life; and which M 


are therefore calculated to promote the ends of 
civil government, and the peace and welfare of 
civil ſociety 5 enjoining all to cultivate and 
maintain the moſt fervent charity and love, to- 
be merciful in diſpoſition and practice, to fol- 
Jow the things that make for peace, not to re- 
ceive men to. doubtful diſputations, not to cen-= Mt 
ſure or judge one another upon account of dif. * 
ferences in Opinions, but that ſuch as are ſtrong 


. * 


mould bear, with the weak, and all endeavour 

to maintain the unity of the ſpirit in the bond 

of peace; doing good for evil, loving and pray- | 

ing for our enemies, and chearfully forglving 

oences'and injuries againſt us. So that how- 

ever Chriſtianity may have been abuſed by ſome, 
| | to 


x „ YC WW, 4,4 © if 3 


. . 
to ſupport a fecular intereſt, I am abundantly! 
convinced 'tis not from any tendency of its, 
precepts to diſturb the order of civil govern- | 
ment, or alter the conſtitution and form of it 
amongſt any nations of the world; the great: 
view of it being to engage men to govern their 
paſſions; to be of the moſt juſt, genereus and 
friend ly diſpoſitigas to others, to diſcharge the 
duties of their reſpective ſtations, either em- 
loying tbemſelves in honeſt labours, or pub- 
lick ſervices ; magiſtrates ruling diligently as mi- 


niſters of God for good, and ſubjects living quiet 


hves in all godlineſs and honeſty. 


128475 T9 47 IN VII. eh pe booÞ | 2 1 
As the worſhip: which the Chriſtian religion 
enjoins is thus worthy of God, and all its pre- 
cepts for the conduct of life thus rational and 


perfect; ſo I farther find the motives it propoſes 


are weighty and ſufficient, if duly conſidered and 
attended. to, to determine men in the choice 


of that courſe which it recommends, all of 
them worthy the perfections of the bleſſed God, 


and ſuited to the circumſtances of his degene- 


rate, offending, and guilty ereatures. 


The aſſurance of pardon thro? the Blood of 
Chriſt, and of the aſſiſtance of his good ſpirit un- 
der all, the difficulties of our prefent duty, are 
exceedingly favourable, and carry in them the 
nobleſt encouragement to ebnoxious and dif- 
abled ſinners, when they entertain the Thoughts 
of returning to God their ſovereign and happi- 
neſs ; and indeed abſolutely neceſſary to recon- 
eile them to, and render them ſucceſsful in ſuch. 
an attempt. For what heart can any one have 


© 
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fins, and to enter upon a life of holineſs; or 


what proſpect of ſucceſs, but under the com- 


fortable aſſurance that his paſt offences ſhall be | 
forgiven, and that he ſhall receive all neceflary WW 


aſſiſtances from God for the future, in ſtruggling 


with the difficulties that attend the practice of 


BE RD yt ener Ray 5 „ 
The interceſſion of ſo compaſſionate and pow. 
erful a friend with God, as eſis Chriſt is repre- 
ſented to be, 1s a very firm ground of ſuppart, 
and inſpires confiderate minds with a chearfu 
hope of having their perſons and ſervices ac- 
cepted, and of receiving all the neceſſary ſup- 


ports and bleſſings of life, whatever oppoſition F 
they May meet with from the enemies of true 


religion, and even tho' they ſhould be expoſed 
to the ſevereſt perſecutions upon account 1 their 
adherence to it. 8 
The proſpect and full aſſurance of his coming 
to raiſe the dead, and judge the world, and give 
eternal life, to reward his faithful followers with 


everlaſting happineſs, and to puniſh the wicked 


- 


with an everlaſting deſtruction, is an argument. 


abundantly ſufficient to perſuade men imme- 


diately to enter upon the ways of holineſs and vir- 


tue, and to engage them to perſevere in them with 
chearſulneſs to the laſt. Eſpecially conſidering, 
that good men are affured that all the inconvenien- 
ces of life ſhall be made tolerable and uſeful to. 
them, and death, the dread of nature, ſhall be their 
introduction into reſt, and the commencement 
of their felicity. In a word, the goſpel ſets be- 
fore men every conſideration. to encourage. vir- 
tue, and deter from vice, and gives them parti- 


0. cularly 


*. 
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cularly ſuch aſſurances of retributions in the 0: 
ther world, as that no ſtronger motives what- 
ſde ver can be defired or needed to make them 
© wiſe, and good, and happy, if they will but ſuf: 
ſer them to have their proper and natural in- 


fluence upon their minds. 


„ 
= AS the goſpel- Hts ty of religion and virtue, 
and the motives ſet before men to engage them 
to the love and practice of it, are worthy of 
God, and ſuitable to their circumſtances and de- 
fires, ſo the peculiar doctrines of Chriſtianity re- 
lating to Ye/us Chriſt, the great author and diſ- 
penſer of it, are ſuch as demand the higheſt re- 
gard; ſuch as no founder of any other religion 
could ever pretend to, and yet ſuch as arè en- 
tirely confiftent with the principles of natural re- 
ligion, and all the certain diſcoveries of reaſon; 
fach as are ſublime and grand in themſelves, 
uniform and confiſtent with each other, plain 
and intelligible inthe main and eſſential points; 
and fuch as add great ſtrength and force. tv'natu- 
ral religion, as they have an entire and abſolute 
tendency to promote godlinefs and virtue. 
'Thus/'tis declared of him, that he was before 
the formation of the world, the word that was 
with God, and God, the brightneſs of his father's 
glory, and the expreſs image of his perſon, that 
the tather by him created all things, that by him 
all things confiſt ; that he came down fom a 
ſtate of heavenly glory to be made fleſh, and 
dwell amongſt us; that he eame from the very 
boſom of his father, and Had that perfect and 
complete knowledge of his father's will, that no 
ES other 


human nature; to be lo 


(22 ) 
ether meſſenger from him ever had, or could 
have; that to enable him the better to reveal it 
to mankind, he had a body. miraculouſly Pre- 
pared for him, which was conceived, and born 
without ſin, but in all ſinleſs infirmities like un- 
to his brethren, in the preſent ſuffering, afflicted 
ſtate of the human nature; that in this body he 
choſe ſuch a condition of life, as gave him an 
opportunity of converſing moſt familiarly with 
all ſorts rſons, became an example of the 
moſt perfect purity and goodneſs, by his own | 
lowlineſs and meckneſs diſgracing the pride and | 


paſſions of the world, and teaching men to place hea 
all real excellency and greatneſs, in honouring © the 
the great God and father of all, and doing good din 
to their ſellow- creatures; even to the aan fr. Mia 


meaneſt of mankind; _ go 
. 'That ſo much greatneſs ſhould condeſcend to MW ane 
ut on ſuch a veil, and fo glorious a being give all 
luch amazing proofs of goodneſs; is beyond all 
parallel. It is indeed peculiar to the character lie 
of Jeſus Chriſt, to be poſſeſs'd of the glories of 3 
the deity, and yet to ſtoop to the loweſt ſtate of 
4 of lords, and yet the noi 
meckeſt humbleft man, that ever dwelt on earth; W he 
to appear amongſt men under the form of a ſer- his 
vant, and to be made of no reputation, and yet. WW 
at the ſame time to be honour'd by a voice from 
heaven, declaring, this is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleaſed. 
However, notwithſtanding this amazing con- 
deſcenſion, great humility, and meanneſs of out- 
ward form, he is repreſented as aſſuming an au- 
thority worthy the Son of God; an authority and 
right to ſettle the terms of men's ACOCPtance 


from his father; an authority to forgive fins o 
earth, ſo as that they ſhould be forgiven in hea- 


> NE e 


with God, according as he had received me 

| ns on 
ven, and ſo to retainfins, as that they ſhould re- 
main unpardonable in a future ſtate ; an autho- 


rity and power to ſend the ſpirit of his father, 
and covftiture him the prime miniſter of his 


ſpel, and make it ſucceſsful upon its firſt pub- 


ont ; and afterwards in every age, continual. 


ly accompany it with ſuch impreſſions on the 
hearts of men, as in the efficacy and defign of 
them, ſhould correſpond do thoſe more extraor- 
dinary gifts, which were poured. out on Chri- 
ſtians in common at their firſt rotary, the 
goſpel: and finally, an authority to raiſe the dead, 
and judge them when reſtored to life; to ſend 
all the workers of iniquity into everlaſting pu- 
niſhment, and to reward all who ſincerely ug 
lieve in him and obey him, witheternal happineſs. 
But notwithſtanding theſe high Tree, 
tis farther declared of him; that he died the ig- 
nominious and accurſed death of the croſs, that 


he died a facrifice forthe ſins of the world, that by 


his death he drew all men to himſelf, and brought 
to paſs that great myſtery of calling in the Gen- 


tiles, taking away the difference between them 


and the eus, e wen, them one houſhold and 
family ; thus founding his kingdom upon his own 


blood, and not on the blood of his enemies and 


0 gry | LD 

ut tho' he died to anſwer theſe ends, yet the 
{ame records teftify, that in ſpite of all the malice 
and oppoſition of his enemies, he roſe again _ 


kingdom amongſt men ; that by his extraordj- 
@ nary and miraculous gifts he might confirm the 


| eternal life or death, under the infallible conduct 
of his ſpirit, ſhould be ratified and confirmed in 


triumphing over thoſe powers of darkneſs, whoſe 


could 


1 


them that the terms upon which they ſhould de- 
clare men acquitted or condemned, partakers of 


heaven ; in this ſenſe. intruſting them with, no 
anly the crefion and ordering his kingdom upon 
earth, but alſo with the keys of heaven and hell. 
| After this commiſſion granted to his apoſtles, 
$,9 12 s % - . : \ +... 89 * 

tis declared of him, that in their preſence he 
aſcended into the heavens, a cloud receiving him 
out of their ſight, leading captivity captive, 


works he came into the world to Sin 117 
ing thoſe ptincipalities and powers, thoſe ſpiri- 
tual wickedneſſes in high places; that he was 
ſeated on his father's right hand, angelsbe ing made 
ſubject to him, and the god of this world, the ſpi- 
rit that works in the children of diſobedience, be · 
ing 85. under his feet, and reſerved by him to be 
finally bruiſed at the judgment of the great day. 


And laſtly, the ſame records that give an ac- | 
count of his inveſtiture with -this high dignity 

and office, do with great conſiſtency and proprie- Itior 

ty declare, that the father hath committed all ¶che 
ee 11 0a 3 44 
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adgment to him, thatall ſhall appear before his 
Wjudgment-ſcat ; that when he ſhall-come to exe- 
ate this important truft, he ſhall appear in his own 
blory, and in his originalform of God, all the holy 
angels attending him, and ſolemnly waiting round 
his tribunal. That then he ſhall be ſeated on the 
hrone of his glory, that all nations ſhall be ga- 
hered before him, that he ſhall ſeparate them 


g ch, one from another on his right hand, and on his 
* elt, paſs ſentence on them, and thereby deter- 
75 Wrnine their ererlafting ſtate; that the wicked ſhall 
Y go away into everlaſtin 3 and the 
ut . be adjudged to life eternal; that he 
ag mall preſent them blameleſs before his father's 


lory; and that as- the concluſion of all, he him- 
elf ſhall lay down all rule, and all authority and 
power, deliver up the kingdom to God even the 
Father; becbme ſubject unto him who put all 


ge chings under him, that God may be all in all. 

e A ſcheme fo ſublime and grand, ſo conſiſtent 
* to the high dignity and infinite merits of the Son 
© Nor God, Jo calculated to awaken men to yirme 


: 1 carries in it all the characters of pro- 
bability and truth, and highly deſerves the moſt. 
attentive conſideration and regard. 


AS theſe peculiar doctrines of Chriſtiani 
carry their own recommendation along with 


„* chem, and appear worthy to be received for their 
i Wntrinfick excellency, ſo they come to us attend- 
o d with many clear and convincing 'demonſtra- 


tions, that it is the will of God we ſhould regard 
them as truths coming from him, and as revealed 
"UA N 41 4 0 


to · us by his ſpecial order and appointment, fat 
our recovery, improvement and perfection. | 
_ Jeſus of Nazareth, the perſon from whom theſe 
doctrines receive their general name, and are cal. 
Jed Chriſtian, was called the Chriſt, becauſe he 
made pretenſions to a divine miſſion, and always 
thought and ſpoke of himſelf as a»0inzed and im- 
powered by. God to make theſe. diſcoveries. of his 
will to men, declaring himſelf the Son of God, 
and that perſon whom the Zeus, with whom he 
Hved and converſed, had heen all along train'd up 
and taught to look for. And ef the truth df 
theſe 3 by gare | agel nan to 
2 unprejqudiced and attentive oblierver. 
"Trop wary wiſely ordered, that juſt before 
his 5 in the world, there ſhould ariſe 
one who ſhould prepare men for his coming, and 
give notice of his approach. This Jahn the Hap. 
tiſt did, preaching in the ſpirit and power of Elias, 
and ſaying, Prepare ye the way of the Lard; and 
tho he did no miracle, yet by. his virtuous and 
ſrict deportment, his ſelf.denial, his pathetick 
exhortations, his bold and impartial adnionitions 
and reproots, be obtained the character of, a great 
prophet. This man bare witneſs concerning Je- 
Ius, and the things be ſaid of him could not but 
attract the eyes of men towards him, and raiſe 
great expectations from him; and the gradual ac- 
_compliſhment of ſeveral things which John had 
foretold of him was at leaſt ſome evidence that 
Ie was 2 very extraordinary perſon, and was 
ſuited to keep every honeſt and impartial mind 
open to any farther proofs that Jeſus might pro- 
duce of his yretenſion and miſſion from Gd. 


. And 
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And of theſe he gave many during his life and 
miniſtry that were beyond all reaſonable excep- 
tion. He-wrought many great miracles, i. e. did 
many things evidently and confefledly above all 


human power and skill to effect. He healed the 


fick, and cured all manner of diſeaſes, ſuch.as by 
all the art and efficacy of medicine had been found 


incurable; inveteratè palſies and lunacies-. He 


opened the ears of the deaf, looſed the b 
of the dumb, made the lame to walk, rendred 
the maimed perfect, opened the eyes of thoſe 


that had been born blind, and raiſed the dead. 


Theſe amazing works he performed in am inſtant, 


even by the fpeaking gf a word, in the eities 
and towns of the- country where he lived, in pla- 
ces of the moſt publick reſort, before multitudes 


of his enemies as well as friends, and at ſuch 
ſeafons, and at ſuch particular places, on the ſab- 


| bathy and in the ſynagogues, as he well knew 
Would oecaſten the moſt critical and narrow en- 


*. 


quicy into all the circumftances of the facts. All 
theſe 


s. *% 


e things he performed without any oſtenta- 


tion or vain-glory. In all his moſt publick mi- 
racles there was always ſome circumſtance or 
other, which plainly ſhewed that they were in- 


tended for the conviction of thoſe who ſaw them, 


and not to gain applauſe to himſelf. 


But beſides theſe extraordinary works, he an- 
ſwered all thoſe characters which the prophets of 
former ages had given of the Meſſiah. As he 
was promiſed under the character of 4 propher 
like unto Moſes, but whoſe office was to be more 
general and extenſive than that of Moſes, as one 
who was to be à light to lighten the Gentiles, - 


as well-as the glory obs people Iſrael; he ac- 
C bs Y* 2 


cordingly- 


11 
cordingly came furniſhed and commiſſioned to 
inſtruct all mankind, Zeww and Gentile, in every 
important truth, that they were concerned to 
know, in erder to their obtaining the divine ac- 
ceptance, and the happineſs of a future ſtate ; 
commanding all nations to be diſeipled, taught 
and proſelyted, that all men might come to the 
knowledge of the truth, and be ſaved, _ 
As he was foretold under the character of a 
King, as he Son of man, to whom ſhould be gi- 
ven a kingdom, dominion and power ; ſo Jeſus 
came aſſerting his right to a kingdom, ſettin 
up the kingdom of God amongſt men, an 
claiming and exercifing a rightful authority over 
their hearts and conſciences. . | 
As he was deſcribed under the character of 
a prieſt, who was to make his Soul an offering for 
Sin, ſo he is declared to be an high prieſt over | 
the houſe of God, to have put away ſin by the 
ſacrifice of him ſelßf, and to be able to ſave, to the 
ul termoſt, all that come unto God by bim, be- 
tauſe he lives to make interceſſion for them. 
He appeared juſt at that time when a perſon 
of ſuch a charaQer was generally and reaſonably 
expected; juſt as the Scepter was departing from 
Phe, and at the period fixed and determined 
by the prophecy of Daniel. 91 6 bay 
He came of the nation, tribe, and particular 
family, from which. it was propheſied he ſhould 
deſcend, being of the ſeed of Abraham, ,the 
tribe of Judah, and houſe of David; and by a 
wonderful interpoſition of providence. born at 
Bethlehem, the place from whence was to come 
Forth be who was to be ruler in Iſrael. 


When 


\ 
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When he appeared and converſed amongſt 
men, his diſpoſition and behaviour were ſuited* 
both to the character he fuſtained, and to the 

rophectes that had been given out concerning 
im. He was meek and lowly in heart, holy ah 
without blame, fo that his moſt inveterate and 
malicious enemies could not convince him of fin. 
His circumſtances in life were exactly ſuch as 
they were foretold they ſhould be. He was de- 
ſpiſed and rejected, a man of ſorrows, and ac 
quainted with grief. He lived in want of many of 
the conveniences, and ſometimes of the very ne- 
ceflarics of life, and was ſubject to reproach, and 
the moſt ungrateful and inhuman uſage. At laſt 
he was Jed as a lamb to the ſlaughter, ſuffered 
death as a malefactor, and was cut off for the 
tranſgreſſions of the people. All this he endured 
without murmuring, complaining, reviling again, 
or threatning. His enemies and accuters, his 
fadges, executioners and guards, his friends and 
relations, and a Sabre multitude of curious 
and inquiſitive ſpectators judged, ſaw, and xnew ] 
him to be dead. He was 5 from the croſs, 
buried in his ſepulchre, and yet roſe again from 
the dead, and by this reſurrection he was decla- 
red th be the Son of God with power, beyond all 
poflible eontradiction. 

. During his life and miniſtry he had often men- 

tioned this great event as what ſhould certainly 

| 


come to paſs, reſting and laying the ſtreſs of his 
Pretenſions upon it; fometimes in plam words, at 
other times in figurative expreffions, declaring 
how long he ſhould continue im the grave, and in 
the ſtate of the dead, vis. three days and three 
Tights, 5. e. part of three days and three nights. 


600) 
Accordingly on the third day he roſe, and ſhew' 
. . himſelf alive to his difciples, whom he had cho. 


ſen to be his ſtated companions, with this par. 
- ticular view, that they might be qualified to te. 
ſtify the moſt remarkable facts which occurred 
in his life, and that they * be proper an 
unexceptionable witneſſes of his Reſurrectio 
from the dead. 


— 


And as they have unanimouſly declared Of pe 


to the world, there is no juſt reaſon to object to 
their teſtimony. For in aſſerting this, they al. 
ſert what they ſo knew themſelves as that they 
could not be deceived in. They knew the per. 
fon, features, manner and ſpeech of Jeſus. They 
were allowed to handle him, that they might be 
iure they were not impoſed on by an 415 han- 
ttaſm, and deluſi ve appearance only. They had 
ſree and familiar converſe with him, avd that 
: repeatedIy in the ſpace of forty days. He dif- 
courſed to them largely on ſubjects, of which he 
bad before his death given them more general 
hints, and renewed the great promiſe he had 
made them in his former life, of pouring out his 
Ipirit on them, with this additional circumſtance, 
that it ſhould be made good to them not many 
days from the time of his ſpeaking to them. 
Upon theſe accounts it can't be ſuppoſed that 
theſe witneſſes could be deceived themſelves in 
what they relate, nor is there any reafon to think 
that they attempted to deceive others, by bearing 
witneſs. to the truth of a known impoſture. For | 
as to what appears, they were perſons. of honeſt | 
minds, not - crafty, covetous, ambitious and de- 
ſigning: N no temptation to invent ſuch a 
ſtory, or publiſh it if they had not known it to be 


A 
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true. They had no proſpect of gain or worldly 
aner, ae ſucceſsful they might prove i 
| propagating the ſtory. The doctrine they taught 
enjoins the ſtricteſt regard to veracity, and tbe 
greateſt abhorrence of fraud and guile, under the 
moſt ſolemn and awful ſanctions. Their teſtimo- 
ny was uniform and conſiſtent in all the parts of 
it. If the ſtory had been forged, thoſe Who. o 

ſed and endeavoured to ſtifle it, might eafily 
one detected the forgery ; the ſureſt, neareſt, 
and plaineſt way to expoſe the authors, abettors, 
and believers of it, and to prevent its ſpreadin 
in the world. But inſtead of this, they loaded 
the witneſſes with hardſhips of every kind. Re- 
roach, ſname, poverty, bonds, impriſonments, 
ſeourgings, c. were the arguments made uſe of 
by their enemies to ſtop their mouths. Nothing 
of this kind ſilenced them, or made any one of 
them to retract. They chearfully underwent 
the ſevereft perſecutions, and ſubmitted to death: 
it ſelf, rather than they would deny or conceal 
what they knew to be a truth of the laſt. impor- 
tance to mankin d N 
In ſhort, a teſtimony ſo circumſtanced as this 
is, in any other caſe, never did, nor ever can be 
diſputed or disbelieved, but in any age and place 
would, and in any time or country ſtill will 
meet with a general credit and reception from 
all reaſonable and fair men, without any cavil, 
heſitation, or demur. ' ... 1 
. As Jeſus Chriſt did in his life-time, and after 
his reſurrection, promiſe his diſciples, that they 
ſhould receive his ſpirit, or power from on-high,. 
he accordingly pour d it down upon them, in 
all its extraordinary and miraculous gifts, and 


* 
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chereby maniſeſtly proved his aſcenſion to the 
right hand of power and glory. e 

Beſides this, the divine miſſion and authority 

of Jeſus Chriſt is farther eſtabliſhed by the ac. 
tual and exact accompliſhment of thoſe impor. 
tant events, which he expreſly and clearly tore. 
told many years before they came to paſs. 


He publickly declared before multitudes that on 
heard him as well as his own diſciples, that then 
city of eruſalem, and its glory the temple, ſhould} mY 

nn a few years be utterly laid waſte and deſtroyed, *- 5 
and that the goſpe] which was at firſt offered to ch 
the Zens and rejected by them, ſhould be taken (ﬀſ-1 + 


away from amongſt them, and be tendered tothe 
_ Gentiles ; and that perſons of all nations and lan- 
guages under heaven ſhould receive and become 
* elytes to his religion; and that the gates of 
ell ſhould not prevail againſt his church, but that 
he would be with it to the end of the world. 
Theſe remarkable events, though at the time 
when he foretold them they were far from be- 
ing probable, tho there appeared no ſigns or 
tokens that ſhould lead to ſuch a conjecture, did 
nevertheleſs come to paſs exactly according to 
his prediction. Before the generation of men 
to whom he addreffed himſelf had paſted away, 
Feruſalem became deſolate, and the nation was 
deſtroyed ; and the hiſtory of that dreadful cala- 
mity, as it is related by Joſephus, doth remark- 
2 agree with the prophetick account given by 


' a 
, 
1 


Fefus concerning it, as it is very eiroumſtantial- of it 

by recorded by the evangeliſts. Lids: Wa 
And after the apoſtles had in vain attempted to 5 
perſuade the Jeiſb nation and people torcecive i 2 
the 


the 


1 


the Chriſtian religion, they turned themſelves co 
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he Centiles, who in almoſt every place, where 
he goſpel was preached to them, ſhewed a bet- 
er diſpoſition, and minds more open to evidence 
ind conviction. ; multitudes of the Gentiles re- 
eiving the word with gladneſs and all readinels 
pf mind. | F YH 
And notwithftanding the tares that have been 


— own, the ſtrifes and diviſions which have been 
als cited and fomented, the declenſions and degene. 
ed. Naey ofmany Chriſtian profeſſors, the perſecutions 
iich which the avowed enemies of the Chriſtian 
ten hurch have frequently worried it, and the anti- 


hriſt ian ſpirit that for many ages hath ſhewn it 
ſelf amongſt the greater part of thoſe who have 
born the Chriſtian name; notwithſtanding chri- 
ſtianity hath been often moved from one place to 
another, and in many nations entirely ſuppreſſed; 
notwithſtanding the objections that have been 
rged againſt the doctrines of Chriſtianity, and 


pry che contempt, ridicule, and inſolence with which. 
the perſon and miracles of Jeſus have been treat- 


d ; yet ſtill the religion of Chriſt continues. un- 
o this day, in its external profeſſion, and inter- 
nal efficacy: Not by might nor power, but by 


yg the ſpirit and favour and bleſſing af God, and 
25 its own native excellency and intrinſick worth. 
5 From theſe conſiderations, I am even forced 
1. to acknowledge and reverence the divine cha- 
racter and miſſion of the Son of God, and to re- 


ceive Aen. all the parts and branches 
of it as a revelation immediately from Gold. 


1 
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As Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, the great founder of 

the Chriſtian religion, had this full evidence and 
ſubſtantial, 


| ſubſtantial proof of his own authority and com 
_ miſſion from God ; and that he was a man apf 
proved of God, by wonders, ſigns, and miracles 


rtcquiring them to obſerve all things whatſoe ve 
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which God did by him; and as he was ſent to put 
liſh a new inftitution of religion, not only for on 3 
nation and people,, but for all nations and people * 
of the-carth: ſo the ſame books which ſhew thulſ © Be 
farther ſhew that he took care to propagate an H. on, 
confirm the religion he taught, by. chuling tha evi. 
moſt proper means and inſtruments to carry oi ¶ proo 
and perfect it, and perſuade men to receive ii bert 
And therefore, before he left the world himſelſ 57 th 
and ended his own perſonal miniſtry, he choſe ſe ¶ miſe 
veral perſons to be his apoſtles: and meſſengen rem 
who ſhould afrewanls publiſh his religion to the 1 x 
world-with ſufficient authority, and qualificatior a 
| for ſo-great a work as che delivering a new reve ton. 
| tion and rule of religion to mankind: Wet 
Buy a neat acquaintance and conſtant cotwerſiſſ bein 
tion with him, they were proper perſons to bf man 
eredible wirneſſes of all his miracles, and in pail /e 
ticular of / his reſurrection, that great evideneſſf hi- 
that he was approved of God; and farther to Hr. 
| "quaint the world what were the truths he taught ap- 
and what were the rules of worſhip he appointed 
having: bad ſuch opportunity to know them :e 
his perſonal and private inſtructions be 4 
To give the greater weight to what they fhoulſ n , 
teach the world as his religion, he gave then er 
authority, by a ſolemn commiſſion, in virtue 1 


5 


that full power that was given him in heaven ang 

| com 
earth, to teach all nations, and make them by 
diſciples, and: to enter them as ſuch by baptiſm 


in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Gholl 
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he had commanded. them. And ſuch authority = 


nnd commiſſion from one already approved a 
jp teacher ſent from God, juſtly gave credit to 
* what they ſhould teach in his name, or declare 


oncerning him, either as to what they had ſeen 
hemſelves, or received in command from him 
to deliver unto others. . 9 
But befides this, their authority and qualifica- 
ions to publiſh this religion to all nations are 
evidenced by many other plain and convincing 
proofs. For- they had not only the benefit of his 
perſonal inſtructions and directions, all the time 
of their converſation with him, but he had pro- 
miſed to ſend to them the ſpirit of truth after his 
removal from them, and that this ſpirit, when 
he came, ſhould guide them into all truths, far- 
ther neceflary to perfect his inſtitution of reli- 
gion. This promiſe was again ſolemnly repeat- 
Wed after his reſurrection to his apoſtles, whom, 
being aſſembled together with them, he com- 
* that they ſhould not depart from Feru- 
alem, but wait for the . of the father, 
which, ſays be, ye have beard of me; for John 
truly baptized you with water, but ye all be 
baptized with the Holy G hoſt, not many days 
hence ; and ye ſhall receive power, after that 
the Holy Ghoſt is come upon you, and ye ſhall 
be witneſſes unto me, both in Jeruſalem, and 
in al] Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the ut- 
ermoſt parts of the earth. N 
This remarkable promiſe was ſoon after ac- 
gcompliſh'd ; for whilſt they were together upon 
che day of Pontecoſt, there appeared unto them 
cloven tongues like as. of fire, and it ſat upon each 
of them, and they were all filled with the Holy 
105 Ghoſt, 
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Ghoſt, and began to ſpeak with other tongues a 
the ſpirit gave them utterance, tho' before they 


had been utterly unacquainted with them. Theirſfi 


minds were in an inſtant illuminated, and filled 
with a clear and diſtinct knowledge of thoſe im- 
portant truths, which to that time had been ah. 


ſolutely, or in great meaſure unknown to them. 
They had at the ſame time convey'd to them a 
power of healing all manner of diſeaſes, of doing 
miracles, even of raifing the dead to life, of 
prophecy or ri ee + future events, and of 
| e extraordinay gifts and powers of | 


Conferring the 
the Hoy Ghoſt upon others; which was ſo 
commonly done, and ſo well known, that &. 

mon, who by his ſorceries had deceived many 
to account of him as the great power of God, ol. 
fer d money to the apoſtles, that he like them 


Fm, have the power to give the Holy Ghoſt | 
, | | 2 


y laying. on of hands. | 
Theſe giſts of the ſpirit of God were ſuch in 
their nature, as no fan power or wiſdom 
could confer, ſuch as none of the exorciſts or ſor- 


cerers of thoſe times, with all their cunning and 
art, management and reputation amongſt the 


people, could counterfeit. They were ſo many 
and publick, as gave the moſt clear and undeni- 

able evidence of the apoſtles miſſion from God 
and Chriſt, greatly animated them in the work 
they were called to, and contributed much to 


their ſucceſs. This effuſion of the ſpirit was a 


publick affirmance of their private teſtimony 


concerning Chriſt, and added the weight of pro- | 
and miracles to the credibility of true and 


E ; 
faithful witneſſes. 
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But beſides all this, the manner of their inſtru · 
ction greatly recommended the teſtimeny they 
gave, and the doctrines they taught. This was 

in all reſpects ſuch as it became the beſt of men, 
and the wiſeſt of religions to uſe. Never did 
men give greater inſtances of honeſty and ſince- 
rity, and a firmer perſuaſion of the truth of what 


na they taught. Never did men appear more diſin- 
ine! tereſted and faithful in what they declared they 
44 had received from God. In all diſtant places, 


*. and on many different occaſions, there ſtill ap- 
off Bag an exact harmony of doctrine, and a con- 
| ant union in promoting the ſame cauſe ; ſo 
that the ſame- ſpirit of truth appeared to dire& 
ny | them all, as they had all received the ſame ſpi- 
U rit of power. Their hearts and lives were un- 
der the conſtant direction and influence of the 
power and ſpirit of real religion. As they had 
all received the ſame miraculous gifts of the 
Holy Ghoſt, they were all animated with the 
ſame juſt and regular zeal. All ſhew'd the ſame; 
firmneſs of. mind, tempered. with the ſame mo- 
deſty, meekneſs and humility. Their.own re- 
ligion gave them the nobleſt ſupports under the. 
many and great ſufferings they endured, and . 
that no proof of their ſincerity and faithiylneſ;. 
might be wanting, they ſealed the truth f the 
doctrines they taught with their blood, and gave 


2 


- * „ 


iy renounced all ſuch methods of propagatin 
the religion of Chriſt, l men to hott 
T * 8 


1 
be e of faith in a pure conſcience. They 


: impoſed on no man's judgment, they openly 
diſclaimed all dominion -.over their faith and 


. conſciences, they reaſoned with them out of | 


the ſcriptures, and inſtead of forcing their own 


- interpretations - upon them, . commended them | 


for fearching the ſcriptures whether the things 


were ſo. With. all the Authority their commit: | 
Bon gave: them, confirmed by many ſigns and 
Wonders, they: yet appealed to the judgments of | 
-memby fair arguments, and aimed at perſuading 
the conſcience:by the conviction of reaſon, not 


to oyerbear it by the force of authority. 
It was indeed highly fit and neceffary, that 

when they had approved the Religion they taught 

to men's conſciences, and their own authority 


and. commiſſion by ſufficient evidence, they, as 


the miniſters and apoſtles of Chriſt, ſhould both 


command and exhort in his name, and publiſh | 
the rules .of his religion, as bis commands of 
binding obligation and authority ; for this rea- 


ſon, that he is the lawgiver of the church. Thus 
the Apoſtles ated, When they had firſt pro- 
ved the truth of their doctrine by fair reaſon and 
argument, and their own commiſſion by the de- 
monſtration of the ſpirit, and of power; that 
[the faith of the church ſhould not ſtand on the 
wiſdom of men, but on the 
was neceffar 


power of God, it 


that they who were to r | 
e com- 


"xg" ty 
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And tho' the prevalence of an opinion is no ſure 
argument of truth, yet when principles contra- - 
ry to men's inclinations and intereſts make their 
way only by evidence, and the force of reaſon, - 
and argument, againſt all methods of Jong and 
violent oppoſition, it is a very ſtrong preſump- 
tion of their truth, and that ſuch ſucceſs muſt 
be owing to the power of God attending it. And 
to ſuppoſe that ſuch a religion as Chriſtianity 
ſnould prevail as it did, and by ſuch means, 
without a miracle, would it ſelf in reality be 


# F 


one of the greateſt of-miracles, - 


V 
FROM theſe arguments and evidences I 
cannot but be convinced that Zeſus was a per- 
ſon ſent from God, and that his Apoſtles acted 
by his commiſſion and authority, and that there- 
fore the whole- Chriſtian religion, as contained 
8 | ve New- Teſtament, is a revelation from 
D | 1 5 ou 8 
As to the difficulties and objections that may 
be urged againſt its divine authority, I think they 
are far from carrying in them any evidence or 
proof. For as to thoſe which are of greateſt 
weight, they do not affect the truth of the ſacts 
recorded, nor deſtroy at all the credibulity of. 
them. There have never been any objections 
offer'd that render it unlikely or improbable, 
that Zeſus Chriſt lived an holy lite, taught ex- 
cellent doctrines, did many great miracles, died. 
on the croſs, roſe again from the dead, aſcended 
into heaven, and poured down his ſpirit on his 
Apoſtles. And therefore whilſt theſe facts, which 
ſupport the credit of Chriſtianity, ftand upon 
F D 2 : this 
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| Cy 
this ſure foundation of certainty, I muſt neceſſa. 
rily believe the divine authority of the Chrifti- 
an Revelation, tho' the difficulties pretended' 
were much greater than they are. 1 
Some of them may ariſe either from not 
knowing ſome particular circumſtances and cu. 
ftoms referred to, from the ſhortneſs of the ac- | 
counts which are delivered, or from ſome leſ- 
ſer errors that may have caſt ſome obſcurity on 
thoſe accounts. But from whence ſoever they 
ariſe, they cannot invalidate the proof which art- | 
ſes from real and well-atteſted* facts, nor make 
me doubt of things that ſtand upon the ſtrongeſt 
toundation of evidence. 
I find indeed that many things, which have | 
appeared for a long while to wiſe and thought. 
ful men, as difficulties of great wergnt, have at | 
length been fully cleared up, and ſet in a very 
plain and rational view; and I therefore pleaſe 
my ſelf with the hope, that in the courſe of pro- 
vidence, thoſe things which ſtill remain dark 
and perplexed may be explained, and ſet in a 
jaft light, and made appear as eafy and conſi- 
ſtent, as they are now obſcure and intricate. 
' © Befides, theſe difficulties which are pretended | 
do not in the leaſt affect the main and ſubſtan- | 
tial parts of Chriftianity ; they do not caſt any Ct 


obſcurity over the precepts, and promiſes, and ap 
principles of the Goſpel, and of conſequence do | ne 
not affect my duty or my happineſs. Notwith- . th 


ſtanding all the objections that can be urged, I | 7 
{till find that the directions to ferve God, and {6 


obey Chrift, and ſecure my eternal falvation, - m 
are very obvious and plain; and therefore I WF ax 
am not under any pain or fear upon account 

E:: F 


of 
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of things I do not underſtand, or cannot ex» 
plain. 


principal objections that are urged againſt the 


divine authority of the Chriſtian Religion, are 


fairly to be anſwered, fo as to give fatisfaQtion. - 


toany impartial and unprejudiced mind, Ir hath 
been objected againſt the prophecies relating to 


W Chrift, that they are to be interpreted of him. 
only in an allegorical and myſtical ſenſe, and 
that they are in their nature obſcure, and do. - 
not ſo plainly point out the Meſſiah as might be 
expected and defired. Whereas the truth is, 
| that tho' there may be a difficulty in interpre- : 


ting ſome of them,. yet that there are others, 
which are exceeding plain and clear, have an 


evident reference to Chriſt, do agree to the cir- 


But what is of more importance, is, that the 


cumſtances of no other perſon, are accompliſh. - 
ed in him, and in him only. And if there. are - 


any prophecies, originally relating to other per- 
ſons and things, applied to Chriſt, and the cir- 
cumſtances of. his appearance and kingdom, they 
are never cited as originally belonging to Chrift, 
but only as applicable. to him in their proper 
meaning, and the times and. events: to which 


they are referred. 


appears to be abſolutely impoſſible; for it was 


When 'tis objected againſt the miracles of 
Chriſt, that they were the effect of magick, this 


never yet heard of, that magicians could. raiſe 


the dead, and do the other wonderful works that 


Feſus did, Beſides, the end of his miracles- was 
ſo great and good, as a wicked impeſtor and 
magiclan can never be ſuppoſed to have in view; 
ask till it can be ſhewn that the Chriſtian Reli- 


woe - 
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gion is a wicked religion, I tnuſt believe that 


the miracles recorded in the New Teſtament 
were wrought by an holy and good perſon, un- 
der the immediate influence of God. 


If it be objected that ſome of the miracles re. 


corded, are attended with fome very abſurd and N 


improbable circumſtances, I think this charge. 
proved. And from Moe 


Hhath not, and cannot be 
the late unſucceſsful attempts that have been 
made this way, I have real to believe, that 
the more the miracles of Chriſt and his Apoſtles 


are confider'd, they will appear more and more 


wonderful in themſelves, and more worthy the 
interpofition and aſſiſtance of God. e 
lf it be objected, that there is no ſufficient 
evidence or proof that theſe miraeles were ever 
wrought, I apprehend this objection to be of lit- 
tle weight; becauſe as there is the ſame ground 
of certainty for theſe, as there 1s for any other 
antient facts, which obtain univerſal belief, they 
deſerve to be equally credited; and, I think, no- 
thing can be more unreaſonable and unfair, 
rhan to allow the ſame evidence to be ſufficient 
as to ſome facts, and to deny the ſufficiency of 
it as to others, which are equally poſſible in 
themſclves, conſiſtent with all the perfections 
of God, and defigned to anſwer the moſt valu- 
able ends and purpoſes amongſt men. | 
lk it be ſaid that miracles are in their nature 
impoſſible, E think this can never be allowed but 
upon the ſuppoſition that all things are governed 
dy, or rather ſubjected to an abſolute and unal- 
terable fatality. Becauſe if the ſupreme and eter- 
nal caufe of all things be pofſeſſed of liberty and 
power, the miracles recorded in the ſacred wri- 
5 8 - tings 
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bngs are as poſſible to him. as any other actions 


-hatſoever, and according to my conception, 
ach more eaſily perform'd than the work of 
reation, which is a much higher exertion of 
ower, and is, by all ſober deiſts, aſcribed to the 


Will and agency of God; and of eonſequence I 


an never allow the impoſſibility of miracles, 


Pecauſe ſuch a notion appears to me deſtructive 


ff the being and perfections of Gd. 

As to the doctrines of Chriſt, if it be urged 
that ſome of them are unintelligible and myſte- 
rious, I have this to-ſatisfy my ſelf, that tis not 
much wonder if they ſhould be fo, becauſe 
many of them relate to God, whom none by- 
ſearching can find out to perfection, and that 
this is no more than may be objected againſt 
many of the moſt certain truths of natural reli- 
gion. Fer wheever will enter into the confides; 
ration of the immenſity and eternity of God's at- 
tributes, which 8 belong to him, will find 
himſelf loſt in the infinite and boundleſs ſub-, 
jet. As far as they are myſterious and incapable. 
of being underſtood, I am ſure that my accep- 
tance with God: doth not depend on my under- 
ſtanding them ; and as far as they are intelligible, 


they encreaſe my adoration, reverence, and love. 


cf God, awaken and excite me ta. the care and 
practice of godlineſs and virtue; and thus help. 
. on in my preparation for heaven and happi- 
neſs. ONT 11 : 
If it be objected, that any of the doctrines of 
Chriſtianity are irrational and abſurd, I appre- 
bend this bath never been proved by any of the 
enemies. of the Chriſtian Revelation. Many: 
principles which they have endeavoured to ke 
— poles 
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e to ridicule, have not been the doctrines offi 
the Goſpel, but either their own miſtakes, or 
the corrupt additions of weak and deſigning men MW) 
to the fimplicity of the truth of Chriſt. Other eing 
decrines that have been excepted againſt, have 
not been revealed in their full extent and com. 

aſs, and therefore can never be proved abſurd | 
bo any particular inferences drawn from them; 
becauſe thoſe very inferences may themſelves, | 
appear falſe and abſurd, when the doctrines are | 
placed in their full light, and men are rendered 
capable of clearly diſcerning, and fully under. 
ſtanding them. As to others which have been 
excepted againſt, they have ſtood their ground 
both againſt ridicule and malice, and the obje- 
ctions that have been urged have had no other 
effect, than to expoſe their own weakneſs, and 
to render the principles of the Goſpel of Chriſt 
more evident and convincing. 1 
Þ If it ſhould be objected, that the very poſſi- 
bility of revelation it {elf may be queſtioned, I 
anſwer that this muſt be upon one or other of 
theſe ſuppolitions'; either that God himſelf, who 
bath eſtabliſhed the order and courſe of nature, | 
cannot vary from it, or elſe that tis not to be 8 
conceived how he ſhould diſcover himſelf to cf 
any perſon, ſo as that he ſhall be ſure it is God: WM 4 1 
and no other. | ED DE fas 
If the former be aſſerted, that God himſelf FED 


cannot alter and vary from the courſe of nature, 


which he himſelf hath fixed, it will follow, that and 
he was obliged by ſome external neceſſity to and 


| form all things as they are, or elſe by a fitneſs 
of things abſolutely independent upon his ow]. An. 
Pleaſure and will — = . Tac; 


wa. 
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If the firſt be aſſerted, that God was obliged 


Wy ſome external neceſſity, or the agency of ſome 


zeing prior and ſuperior to himſelf ; this is to 


Wert eternity to be prior to it ſelf, and infinite 


iſdom and power capable of. being controuled 


y wiſdom and power more than infinite; which 
s abſurd. | | 3 


- If the latter be aſſerted, that God was obliged 
yy a fitneſs of things independent upon his own 


Wpicaſure and will, this will appear equally ab- 
ſurd ; becauſe, if he was under no external ne- 


ceſſity to conftitute the preſent frame, and con- 


ſequently the preſent fitneſs of things, the actual 


conſtitution of the one and the other can be ow- 
ing to no other cauſe or reaſon, but what is in 


God himſelf, and which therefore cannot be in- 


dependent upon God ; which cauſe or reaſon can 
be no other than the will of God, directed by 


Y the dictates of his own wiſdom and goodnefs. 


And of conſequence the preſent frame of things, 
and the fitneſs that reſults from it, is owing to 
the good pleaſure and free choice of God, di- 


rected by the perfections of his own mind; which 


perfections do not deſtroy any natural power of 
acting or not acting, but only direct to the wiſeſt 
and beſt uſe of it. The very eſſence of liberty 
doth indeed conſiſt in wiſdom to direct, and 
power to execute. 

Hence it follows, that if the preſent frame of 
things be the reſult of the moſt perfect freedom 
and choice in God, the ſame free choice will 
and muſt take place, in every other circumſtance 
to which perfect wiſdom and goodneſs do direct. 
And therefore it it be agreeable to the dictates ot 
ſuch perfections in God, to vouchſafe an exter- 
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nal revelation to mankind, in the cafe of an uni 
verſal ignorance and degeneracy, fach a revel 
tion is as ofible as the original conſtitution of * 
8 may be accounted for upon the v en 

Tame foundation of reſun. 


But if it be faid, that it cannot be conceivedi rent a 
bow God can ſo diſcover himſelf to any perſon, Mithus « 
as that he ſhall be ſure it is God and no other; that! 
Lanſwer, that appaling we are not able to de. pirit 
ſcribe the method by which God makes himſel¶ mity, 
Known to men, it will by no means follow, that Able © 
tis impoſſible for God to do ſo, unleſs our con- ideas 
ceptions are the meaſure of all poſſibilities. IH tiona 
Jod be the univerſal Creator, * is ſurely the ſhou 
Creator of the Souls of men, and hath implanted of t 
in them all their perceptive and reaſonable powen M8 prov 
and faculties; and of conſequence being the for- 
mer of ich h. muſt be capable of acting on 
them, which ſufficiently, proves the peſſihility 
_ +. Beſides, if, as the whole viſible creation around 
us ſhews the poſſibility and great probability of, | 
there are reaſonable ſpirits of natures, orders, and 
powers ſuperior to us; I ſuppoſe they will not be 


” 


thought to be incapable, of converſe, and of com- kno! 
municating their ideas to each other ; for-this and 
would be to ſuppoſe fpirits leſs happy than men: t A 
and if J irits can thus convey their mind Pre! 
to each other, ſo as that they ſhall be abſolately wit 
fare who it is they converſe with, can it be ima- tee 
gined that God the infinite Spirit mould not be b 5 
able to convey his will to ſpirits, and reaſonable || 2 
beings, ſo as that they ſhall be ſure that it is. God f A 
who converſes with them: COR 
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Nothing is more certain than that God, who 
$ an abſolute ſpirit, acts on the material world; 
and yet we cannot tell the manner how God acts 
pon it: and it is very wonderful to conſider how 
one nature abſolutely diſtinct, and of quite diffe. 
rent attributes and properties from another, ſhould 
hus continually act upon and influence it. But 
hat ſpiritual beings, between whoſe natures, as 
ſpiritual, there is a neceſſary hkeneſs and-confor- 
mity, ſhould act upon each other, and be capa- 
ble of converſing with and communicating their 


ideas to each other, is a much more eaſy and ra- 


tional ſuppoſition; and as probable, as that body 


ſhould act upon body, of which the whole frame 


of the material world is an abſolute, conſtant 
REECE a * 

The account which revelation it ſelf gives of 
the manner in which God convey'd his mind to 
men, is, either er mien voice, attended with 
an appearance of viſible glory, or elſe by making 
certain very clear and ſtrong impreſſions on their 
minds. As to the former way, it is as reaſonable 
to think that the voice and preſence of God may 


be of ſo very peculiar 4 nature, as to be as well 

known, and as certainly diſtinguiſh'd as tlie voice 

and · countenance of a friend: And as to the latter, 

it appears to me extremely ee that im- 
8 585 mad | 


e on the mind may be attended 


with ſuch pecuhar circumſtances, which may as 
truly and certainly diſcover God, as a friend may 
be known by his refemblance and image, or ac 
tho we. were meer ſpirits, and God was conver- 


ling with us as ſu err. 

I it be allow'd that revelation is poſfible, it 
may be denied. that it is neceſſary, becauſe the 
e Ny natural 
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natural reaſon of men's minds is abundantly full $tic 


ficient to demonſtrate to them whatever G0 pod 
requires of them. | very readily grant, that the E 
a 


reaſonable powers and faculties of men's mindiſi que 
are very capable of leading them into the know. of 
ledge of ſome of the moſt important truths that pro 


we are concerned to know, and duties we are ſui: 
obliged to perform; and that men are criminal her 
in the ſight of God, it they run into ignorance and WW int! 
vice, thro' a ne lect to 1mprove thoſe excellent oft 
faculties of 5 which God hath given them. in 
But then it ought. to be confider'd, that the led 
powers of all men are not alike capable, and that wr 
tho' truths of importance when offer d to them for 
may be diſcerned and approved by them, yet that cix 
the generality would ſcarce ever have been able, We 
by a long courſe of argument and inference, to the 
have ealbned themſelves into a clear knowledge th; 
of all thoſe principles, which are neceſſary to be th; 
known, effectually to ſupport the intereſt of true ¶ foi 
religion, and the practice of virtue; cſpecially if re 
we conſider them as wholly taken up with the af- th 
fairs of the preſent life, educated with ſtrong pre-. hi 
judices in favour of ſuperſtition and error, and pr 
trained up from infancy in idolatrous practices, ot 
and criminal courſes. In ſuch circumſtances, I m 
what reaſon may be capable of doing, I know not : ¶ co 
But that it hath not in fact led men to the know- th 


ledge of all the neceſſary privciples and truths of MW R 
religion, is evident from the uſtory o almoſt all. . 

nations, who have been deſtitute of revelation: | 
And therefore to argue againſt, the neceſſity of MF 
revelation, becauſe pofſibly men's. own reaſon =; 
might have been ſufficient. without it, when in | 
reality they did need it, is to ſet up meer {| appo 18 
| 1 fation 
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ſition againſt poſitive fact, and to reaſon from 
oſſibilities againſt experience and certainty. 

Reaſon, i. e. men's reaſonable powers are un- 
queſtionably capable of great improvements, and 
of making very conſiderable diſcoveries, with 
proper aſſiſtance and cultivation, But without 


ſuitable helps and means of information, I appre- 


hend that no mancan affirm they would lead him 
into the knowledge of all the neceſſary principles 
of religion. Cicero, the greateſt genius of the age 


in which he lived, did not owe his ſuperior know- 


ledge and wiſdom to himſelf only. He had the 
writings of Rome and Greece to inſtruct and in- 


form him. From theſe he underſtood the prin- 
ciples of the ſeveral ſeQs of philoſophers that 


were before him, the arguments with which 


they confirm'd their reſpective ſentiments, and 
the objections that were urged by ſome againſt 


the ſchemes and principles of others. Upon this 
foundation it was eaſy to reaſon, and in whatever 
reſpects his ſentiments were nobler than others, 
they were not properly the mere diſcoveries of 
his own mind, but inferences from, or the im- 
provements of the diſcoveries and principles of 
others. And I cannot help thinking, that if any 
men are now capable of forming to themſelves a 
compleat ſcheme of rational religion and morals, 
they owe it to the diſcoveries of the Goſpel 
Revelation, tho* they aſſume the glory of it 
intirely to their reaſon. © EA 
Beſides, tho Reaſon might poſlibly diſcover 
the duties of religion and virtue without any re- 
velation, it cannot in the nature of things certain- 
ly diſcover what the rewards of being religious 
and virtuous ſhall be. Reaſon will Indeed in- 
. | e form 
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form us, that a being perfectly virtaous, and 
. who conſtantly acts agreeab]y to the reaſon and 
nature of things, without any deviation from it, 
cannot be finally miſerable, but muſt be in ſome 
meaſure happy in the divine approbation and ac. 
ceptance. But of what degree and duration that 


happineſs ſhall be, depends wholly on the good 


pleaſure of God. ken it ſelf is the voluntaty 
.gift of the ſupreme cauſe | 


EV, 


always be entitled to à proportionable reward 
from God, yet that ſuch a being, and the hap. 
pineſs conſequent upon his virtue, ſhall and 
mnuſt be of an everlaſting continuance, can never 
be proved from the reaſon and nature of things; 
and of conſequence the knowledge of it can be 
derived from nothing but the voluntary diſcove- 


tics of God himſelf, _ OY 

This I think is plain upon the ſuppoſition of 2 
Being perfectly virtuous. But if any reaſonable 
Beings deviate from the law of their creation, and 


act contrary to that fitneſs of things which reaſon | 


aſſures them oughtto be the rule of their actions; 
In ſach a caſe reaſon will be ſo far from giving 
any poſitive de of a reward, that it wil 
rather lead men to the expectations and fears of 
puniſhment ; there being as natural a connection 
between vice and puniſhment, as there is between 
virtue and a reward. Whether God will pardon, 
and,ypon What conditions, whether repentance 
and 2 fincere amendment for the future thall en- 


- 


% 
1 
„ 


neſs as would have been the reward of. perictt 
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irtue, here reaſon can never determine. And of 


, and of conſequence the i 
continuance of being muſt depend on his will 
who firſt pave it. And tho' perfect virtue will | 


title to happineſs, and eſpecially the lame happi- | 


On 
conſequence, if the certain knowledge of theſe: 


important articles be in any ſenſe neceffary to 
encourage the repentance and reformation of 


men, it is in the ſame ſenſe abſolutely neceſſary 


they ſhould have a revelation from God con- 
cerning them. 8 5 oy 

If it be objected, that to ſuppoſe the great 
expediency of revelation which is argued for, 


will infer that this revelation muſt be univerſal, - - 
and extend equally to all ages, nations, and per- 


ſons, I think the anſwer is obvious and eaſy- 
Becauſe; if there be any real weight in this ob- 


jection, it will prove that God is obliged to * 


equally kind to all mankind, in all ages and na- 


tions without exception. If he is not obliged to 
beſtow: equal favours on all, he is not obliged to 


beſtow equally on all, the particular favour of an 


external revelation, But if he is obliged to be 


equally, and at all times favourable to all, then 


he is obliged to be what in fact he ſcarce ever 


hath been, ſince the foundation of the world. 
He is obliged to give all men the ſame natural 
capacities, the ſame advantages for the diſcove- 
ry of truth, and the ſame external bleſſings of 


his providence. But is not this contrary to the 


experience of all ages, and a difficulty, if it be 


one, that affects the very being of a God, or at 


leaſt the wiſdom, goodneſs and equity of his pra- 
vidence, and which therefore is no more an-ob- 
jection againſt revelation, than it is againſt the 
firſt principles of natural religion it (elf. 


If ſome parts of the world enjoy the benefit 


of a divine revelation, it can be no injury to. 


others who do not; becauſe as God hath not 
vouchſafed to them that favour, they ſtand upon 


, E 2 Sin . the 
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the ſame foundation of the light of nature, as 
they would have done, had there been no ex-! 
traordinary revelation at all. And as the ene- 
mies of revelation do themſelves allow and plead 
for the abſolute ſufficiency of reaſon in all men, | 
upon their own conceſſion ſuch as have no other | 
guide but reaſon, can have no juſt occaſion for 
complaint, and by neceſſary conſequence, no i 
claim to the higher benefit of a divine revela- | 


tion: Becauſe tho” Ged ſhould think proper to 


vouchſafe it to ſome, and not to others, it doth 
not make the condition of ſuch who have it not, 
any worſe than it was before, by making any 
abatement in the natural ſufficiency of their rea- 
ſon ; but they are exactly in the ſame ſtate, and 
muſt be tried by the ſame law/ as all the world 
would have been, had there been no other law 
but that of reaſon and nature. And therefore if 
thoſe, who have this ſufficient light of nature to 
direct them, cannot claim a divine revelation by 
any natural right, there can be no obligation 
upon God to grant it univerſally and alike. And 
if God can be under no obligation to grant it 
univerſally and alike, then it neceſſarily en 
that as the granting it to ſome is no injury to 
others, no one being injured in not having what 
he hath no right of claim to, God may grant it 
at what ſeaſons, and to what particular nations 
and perſons, the circumſtances of the world, 
and the ends of his government ſhall from time 
to time direct him. 
Ihe goſpel revelation was certainly intended 
for the univerſal benefit of mankind, and ac- 
cordingly the Apoſtles and firſt preachers of 
Chriſtianity publiſhed 1t amongſt all . 
where 


Whindered 
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where wy went. But if the progreſs of it was 
y violence and per ecution, if ſome 


thro? prejudice and vice refuſed to embrace it; 


if others corrupted the fimplicity and purity of 


it, till they had, in a great meaſure, or wholly 
loſt it, and were left to embrace ſuperſtition and 
impoſture in the room of it; and finally, if o- 
thers, who have an opportunity of fpreading the 


knowledge of the goſpel, do for the fake of world- 
iy advantages refuſe to do it, the neceſſity of the 


goſpel revelation's being univerſal may be al- 
lowed, without its being any reaſonable obje- 
ction againſt it, that in fact it is not ſo. Be- 
cauſe this is not owing to any want of care or 


vices of men themſelves, for which T apprehend 
that neither the providence of God, nor the gol- - 


| pel revelation are or ought to be accountable. ._ 


If it be ſaid, that ſuppoſing a revelation actu- 
ally given, ſuch revelation can be nothing but a 
revival of the principles and duties of natural re- 
ligion, becauſe men's acceptance with God can 
depend on nothing but their acting agreeable to 
the law of their reaſon and nature: I anſwer, that 
if by the principles and duties of natural religion, 
be meant ſuch principles and duties, which when 
diſcover'd, appear reaſonable to the minds of 
men, it may 42 allow'd that revelation doth not. 
and cannot place the happineſs and acceptance 
of men with God, upon any thing that is not rea- 
ſonable and fit for them to know and do, and of 
which they cannot in ſome meaſure diſcern the 
reaſonableneſs and fitneſs; for then one certain 
mark of the truth of revelation would be plain- 
ly wanting, which is its placing the happineſs af 
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men upon ſuch a foundation as appears reaſon- 
able in it ſelf, and therefore worthy of God, 
becauſe I cannot believe that to be worthy of 
God, which by reaſon I cannot in ſome meaſure 
plainly diſcern to be ſo. 82 

But if by the principles and duties of natural 
religion, be meant ſuch principles and duties 


which natural reaſon, without any divine reve-' 


lation, will lead men to the certain knowledge 
of, then the aſſertion is evidently falſe, that re- 
velation can contain nothing but the principles 


and duties of natural religion. Becauſe, as hath 


been obſerved, one great end of revelation is to 
give men certainty of ſuch important principles 
as natural reaſon is never able to do. 

If we conſider men in circumſtances of dege- 
neracy, and as having acted contrary to the law 
of reaſon, a revelation meerly to revive the law 
of nature, would evidently be inſufficient for 

their 
be a Arection of their future conduct, it would 
be no ſecurity to them againſt the puniſhment 
due to them for their paſt tranfgreſſions, which 
vVvould prove the higheſt diſcouragement to their 
obedience for the time to come. And of conſe- 


quence a revelation from God, vouchſafed to 


mankind in ſuch circumſtances, muſt contain 
more than the meer law of nature, vis. the me- 
thod and conditions of God's extending his for- 


iveneſs to his finful creatures; without which 


it would want one effential mark of its bein 
from God, vi. its fuitableneſs to the wants a 
neceſſities of mankmd. e 


Beſides, if God hath given men a revelation 
of his will, attended with ſufficient evidence 


and 


eace and happineſs. For tho' this would 


n 


c 
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and proof, the belief of ſuch a revelation is a mo4- 
ral duty, and a neceſſary inſtance of reſpect and 
-everence due to God; it being as reaſonable | 
and fit, that I ſhould attend to the voice and 


will of the Supreme Being in external revelati- 
on, as that I ſhould ſabmit to the voice and will* 


Jof God by reaſon or internal revelation. 


Upon this foundation depends that command 


of Jeſus Chriſt: Te believe in God, believe alſo 


in me. It 1s poſſible m Fee that men 
may govern their aſſions, and act well in ſoci- 
ety, who do not believe the Being of a God. 
But yet to believe that God is, and that he is a 
rewarder of thoſe who ſeek him, is a principle 
of natural religion; and, as I imagine, neceſſa- 


| ry to every man's ha pineſs in the divine accep- 


tince. And by conſequence, if it be the will of 
God that I ſhould believe in Chriſt, and if there- 
be evidence to convince me of the reaſonableneſs: 
of believing in him; it doth not ſeem more un- 
reaſonable that God ſhould require me to believe 
in Chriſt, than it doth that he ſhould require me 
to believe in himſelf, in order to my receiving a 
reward of grace and favour from him; becauſe if 
the ſufficiency of evidence be a Reaſon for God's 
requiring belief in any caſe, it is a reaſon that 
will hold good in every one without exception. 
Beſides, if the obſervance of the religion and 
law of nature be allowed: to difpoſe and prepare 
men ſor happineſs in the favour of God, and tho? 
revelation cannot ſet aſide the obligations of the 
one or other, but is principally deſigned to re- 
cover men to the knowledge of, and a confor- 
mity to the original fitneſs of things; yet I ap- 
prehend that revelation may enforce the practice 


of them by fuch conſiderations, and motives, 
and ſpecial precepts, as have no certain founda. 
tion in natural reaſon and light, i. e. which men's 
reaſon would never have led them to have 
thought of, without a divine direction and com. 
If the religion of nature be of God's conſti. 
_ tation and appointment, and reſults from thoſe 
relations which he himſelf hath been pleaſed to 
order and fix, I apprehend that ſuch pofitive 
inſtitutions which have a direct tendency to eſta- 
bliſh and promote men's regard to, and obſer- 
vance of it, may be ordain'd of God, and there- 
by become obligatory upon men. Becauſe if 
the law of nature it {elf neceſſarily and univer. 
fally obliges mankind, and their happineſs de- 
nds on the obſervation of it; ſuch inſtitutions 
which render the obſervation of it more eaſy and 
practicable, however voluntary, and poſitive in 
themſelves, are confiſtent with all our notions of 
the divine perfections, and ought to be ſo far from 
being Lee ca againſt the truth of any religion 
that contains them, that they are rather argu- 
ments in favour of it, as they are evident proofs - 
of the wiſe and tender concern of God for the per- 
fection and happineſs of his creatures. | 
If then the peculiars of the Chriſtian religion 
x wk all of them this tendency, as I apprehend | 
they have, it follows, that God's requiring us to 
ere them is a reaſonable and fit command, 
as it is a command reſulting from his unerring 
wiſdom, and his gracious regard to our welfare 
and inter:ft. And therefore in this reſpect in- 
terual and external reyelation, or the 0 
nature and revelation may certainly differ, ane. 
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he latter command what the former would ne- 
rer diſcover or oblige to. 

If it be objected againſt the Chriſtian revela- 
jon, that it is not explicite and clear, but that 
hoſe who ſearch it fall into very different ſen- 
iments ang opinions as to ſeveral articles of im- 


\ 


portance, and that tis ſcarce to be ſuppoſed that 


od ſhould be the author of a revelation, which, 
when given, is incapable of being underſtood 5. 


I have this that gives my mind ſatisfaction and 


eaſe : that if there are any intimations of do- 


ctrines in ſcripture, that fincere perſons who do 
the will of God, and lay afide all prejudice, 
and defire to receive the truths of God as far as 
they can underſtand them, cannot, after all their- 


endeavour and care, come to the certain know- 
ledge of, the knowledge of ſuch doctrines cannot 
be neceſſary to their acceptance and falvation; 
becauſe Chriſt Jeſus expreſly declares, that if 
any man doth the will of his father, he ſhall 
know of the doctrine whether it be of God or 


As to thoſe doctrines, upon the acknowledg- 
ment of which the New Teſtament'writings do 
expreſly make ſalvation to depend, I find, to 
my very great comfort, that they are very plain 
and intelligible in themſelves ; ſuch as the exi- 
ſtence of one God, the reſurrection of Chriſt 
trom the dead, and there being one Mediator 
between God and man, thro' whom God dif- 
penſes all. bleſſings to his creatures. Theſe and- 
other truths of like importance are ſet in the 
cleareſt light, and if any have obſcured and per- 
plexed them by intricate diſtinctions, and phi- 
loſophical ſpeculations, the goſpel of Chriſt gives 

no 


and virtue are more generally 


(. 58.) 
no ſanction to them, and the plain Chriſtian hath 
no concern and buſineſs with them. 2 
If it be ſaid, that the Chriſtian religion hath 


no better effect upon mankind than the light of 
nature had, and that therefore it can ſcarcely 
be imagined that God would be the author of 
_ $f ineffectual an inſtitution ; I anſwer, that I 
_ ſuppoſe it can never be made appear that man- 
kind are now as univerſally in the ſame circum. 
ſtances: of ignorance and vice, as they were be- 
fore the revelation of the goſpel, © 

The knowledge of one God, the univerſal 
Creator and Father, doth certainly more uni- 


verſally obtain than it did in the times of deep 


** 


Pagani ſin and lack e of religion 
the rewards and punifnments of a future liſe 
more certain as to their evidence, and more ex- 
tenſive as to the acknowledgment of them. 
And tho' many who-p 
things act contrary to their own principles, yet 


there have been many in every age, and now are, 


who, under the influence of this faith, Jive ſober- 


ly; rightecuſly and godly in the preſent world. 
And as to thoſe who do not, tis not owing to 

the inſufficiency of the principles and motives of 

Chriſtianity, but to the want of confideration and 

a ſerious regard to them, and to thoſe powerful. 


habits which they have contracted, and continue 
to ſtrengthen. by a wilful and allowed indul- 


gence. 


And therefore; if the goſpel be objected a- 


em to the love and practice of religion and 


virtue, it muſt be becauſe it doth not Ace 
| and 


underſtood, aud 


£6 to believe theſe: 


guſt as inſufficient to reform men, and engage 
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and compel them, and lay an irreſiſtible force 
Jon the mind to comply with it. Whereas, if 


this were the caſe, it would be an unanſwerable 
objection againſt it, becauſe this would deſtroy 


that freedom and choice of the mind, which is 


eſſentially neceſſary to give virtue it {elf its pro- 
per value, and render it capable of a reward 


from God. And of conſequence, if the Chri- 
Atian eee e argument and mo- 
tive, that is proper to be 

ence reaſonable and free creatures, its not alwa 


aid before and influ- 


„ „ 


ency, nor the leaſt ſhadow of proof that it is not 


worthy of and actually from God. 

And laſtly, if it be objected that it hath been 
the occaſion of ſuch confuſions, diſorders, miſ- 
chiefs and calamities in the world, as that it 
can never be imagined that God would be the 
author of an inſtitution that ſhould be attended 
with ſuch fatal e ee 3 [ anſwer, That 
genuine Chriſtianity hath never been the cauſe 
of any of the diſtractions and miſeries that have 
afflicted mankind, fince its entrance into the 
world; tho' that which hath been ſubſtituted 
in the room of e often bath. No- 
thing is more viſible and plain, than that the 
Chriſtian religion is deſigned to calm the paſſi- 
ons, and cure the vices of mankind. And if its 
principles were but duly attended to, and its 
precepts heartily ſubmitted to, Chriſtians would 


maintain the moſt excellent diſpoſitions, and lead 


the moſt inoffenſive and blameleſs lives; 

this world would be, what 1 pleaſe my ſelf the 

next world ſhall. be, an habitation of righteouſ- 

neſs, peace and joy. The perfection of the 1 4 
| ian 
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ſtian law as to all its moral precepts, and in 
portant motives, abundantly juſtifies the wiſda 
and goodneſs of God in giving it; and he is u 
more anſwerable for men's corrupting and abu 
ſing it, and refuſing to act agreeable to it, tha 
he is for their abuſing the bleſſings of his commo 
providence. ** 5 
Upon a full view therefore of theſe and othe 
objections, I think they are capable of a ſatish. 
ctory anſwer:; and as the evidence for the truth 
and certainty:of the Chriſtian Religion ſtands in 
full force, I think my ſelf bound to receive it a 
a revelation from God, and to regulate my faith, 
and hope, and practice by it. 


I. 

AND that I might not be chargeable with 
-partiality in my regards and attachment to Chri- 
ſtianity, I have not only carefully examined the 
credentials it brings to prove its divine origi- 
nal, but I have alſo endeavoured honeſtly to 
compare it with ather religions that are 1n the 
world, as far as I am carable of underſtanding 
and judging concerning them; and this compa- 
riſon confirms me in the belief of the Chriſtian 
religion, and encreaſes my eſteem and value for it. I ga 
Paganiſm carries in it innumerable marks of an 
its impiety and falſehood. The number of gods W pi 
it hath introduced, the ſuperſtitions it counte- ¶ nc 
nances, the impure and barbarous rites it war- m 
rants and preſcribes, are demonſtrative proofs it W .. 
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hath no foundation in the reaſon and nature of 
things, and cannot be the appointment of or 
agreeable to the will of God, the ſupreme un- 
changeable purity, wiſdom and goodneſs. 
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As to Mahometaniſm, tho' it pretends to tlie 


od, yet it hat 


all the evident marks of a real impoſture. The 
character of its author appears too ſuſpected 


ever to ſupport the honour of his being a meſ— 
ſenger from God. His diſclaiming miracles to 


atteſt the truth of his miſſion, is a plain ac- 
knowledgment of the weakneſs and fal fehood of 


late 


his pretences. The few wonderful thing 
4 of him appear at firſt view to be fable and 


8 re- 


romance. His forbidding enquiries into the na- 
ture and principles of his religion, evidently 
ſhews he was conſcious to himſelf that it would 
not bear them. His propagating it by the ſword, 
is proof ſufficient that he knew it would not 


ment; 


prevail with the weapons of reaſon and argu- 
it; The falſhoods it contains as to matters 
of fact, demonſtrate the ignorance or wicked- 


neſs of its founder. The indulgencies it gives 
to the appetites and ſenſual defires of men, is a 
ſtrong, argument of the badnefs of his own in: 
clinations, and ſhews his reſolution to ſacrifice 
chaſtity and virtue to the more prevalent views 
of ambition and power. Many of his precepts 
are abſurd and ' ridiculous, and unworthy the 
nature of true religion. And laſtly, the motives 
and rewards ſet before men; and promiſed by 
him to encourage them to embrace and conti- 


nue in his religion, are ſuited only to ſuch whoſe 


minds are oppreſſed with ſenſuality,” and en{la- 
ved to vice; no way worthy of the known per- 
fections of God, nor any way ſuited to the 
rational ſpirituał nature of man. And of: conſe- 
quence a religion thus defective in its evidence, 


— 


1 


and falſe in its very conſtitution and frame, can. 


never 


q 
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never be the inſtitution of. God, nor worthy of 
my reception and belief. 5 
As to the Zexeiſp religion, tho! this appears to 
have many genuine marks of its being the ap. 
pointment of God, yet I find that it could not 
in its nature be intended for the religion of the 
world, becauſe ſeveral of its precepts were ſuch, 
as that by far the greateſt part of the world 
could not poſſibly comply with them. It was 
an inſtitution peculiar to one particular nation 
and country, and of conſequence as ſuch never 
did or could oblige the reſt of mankind. And 
as it was calculated for one peculiar people, ſo 
it appears to have been conſtituted för à time 
only; the books themſelves, which contain the 
accounts of it, intimating that the ſcepter ſhould 
depart from Judah, that another prophet ſpould 
be raiſed up like to Moſes, and declaring that 
the days ſpould come when God, would make 4 
new covenant wth the houſe Iſrael, and with 
the houſe of Judah, uot according to the covenant 
that he made with their fathers, when he took 
them by the hand to bring them out of the land 
_ of Egypt. Beſides this, there appear to be va- 
rious prophecies relating to a more excellent and 
durable {tate of things, to commence under the 
government and reign of a Eibe perlon, 
3 in different ages, deſcribed by various 
perſons, as to the time of his coming, the place 
of his birth, the nature of his works, his ſuffer- 
ings and death, his reſurrection and kingdom, 
and other remarkable events that attended him. 
And as theſe predictions and oircumſtances. do 
all center in Jeſus Chriſt, I plainly difcern that 


Of 


Pudaiſm is fo far fromcemgnding my Lubmilion 
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y of to it, that it directs me to Jeſus Chriſt, and is: 

accompliſhed and perfected in him. ws 
| Upon all theſe accounts, I declare my ſelf to 
ap-. be a Chriſtian ; and am conſcious that I have 
not taken up the profeſſion of Chriſtianity by 


| the WY chance, or in compliance with the cuſtom of my 

uch, country, or merely thro' the force of education: 
'orld Wl But as my faith is the reſult of a ſerious exami- 

was BY nation and impartial enquiry, and as I am per- 
ation ſuaded that its pretences to revelation and a di- 
er Wl vine original are ſupported wich all the ſtrength 
And of argument and proof, that the nature of the 
Gy ſo thing will bear, or a reaſonable mind can deſire, 
time I think it both my duty and intereft to ſubmit: 
= to it as an inſtitution from God. And till I can 
ou 


ſee the evidence of it diſproved, or the religion. 
904d of Chriſt it ſelf demonſtrated to be irrational and + 
abſurd, I am determined by the grace of God 
to hold faſt my profeſſion to the end, ſeeking 
after the kingdom of everlaſting glory by the 
practice of that righteouſneſs which prepares for 
and leads to it; in a firm dependance upon the 
truth of that comfortable declaration of Jeſus 
Chriſt, That God ſo loved the world, that he 

ave His only begotten Son, that whoſoever be- 
Never in him, Foul not periſh, but have ever- 
laſting life. un, 
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